
ACA Swift  
Water Clinic  
Sept 8 & 9  

(See page 4)  

 

 
Introducing: 
Whitewater  

Youtube Feature 
Videos  

Submit your favorite 
youtube videos. 
First Selections: 

Best Roll and 
Hold My Beer & Watch 

This! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Other CW Events:  

 
Sept 7-9 Upper CO 

Weekend 
 

Oct TBD Fall Dinner 
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Good Gauley  
Extend your fall boating season on this East Coast Classic  

  

By Kate Stepan 

 

Water Season: Six weekend releases during 
September 7th- October 21st 
Rivers: Gauley, New, Cheat (WV), Youghigheny 
(MD) 
Nearest Airport: Charleston, WV 
Outfitter to Contact: Ace Adventure Gear 
 
With summer temperatures soaring and the wa-
ter in our western rivers drying up faster than 
you can say ñGore Fest is cancelled again,ò 
whatôs a parched Colorado boater to do?  
 
Hereôs the plan: load up some YouTube videos 
of the Gauley River, then force your kayaking buds to watch them until they agree to 
make the road trip to WV to sample some of the countryôs finest whitewater this fall. 
 
Agreed, 21 hours is a lot of driving, especially across some of the most flat and boring 
stretches of interstate imaginable (be prepared for some confused looks directed toward 
the boats on the roof at the gas station in Kansas). Keep an eye out on I-70 for other 
Gauley-bound boaters, then revel in the non-stop party that is West-By-God ð Think 
Salida with a touch of ñDeliverance.ò 
 
The Lower Gauley 
(Woodôs Ferry to Swiss) 
offers an excellent 
chance to cut your big 
water teeth before 
heading to the infamous 
Upper. Rapids like 
Koontzôs Flume, Mash, 
and Pure Screaming 
Hell offer up gorgeous 
canyon scenery, 
straightforward wave 
trains, and plenty of 
catch-on-the-fly play. 
Be sure bring a bomb-
proof roll when taking 
on the Upper Gauley 
(Summersville Dam to 
Woodôs Ferry). Pool-drop in nature, the Upper is steep, demanding, and dangerous in 
places, though the deep, warm water is a little more forgiving than most Rocky Mountain 
mank. Insignificant, Pillow Rock, Lost Paddle, Iron Ring, and Sweetôs Falls make up this 
sectionôs storied ñBig 5ò rapids, each of which push the lower limit of Class V.  
 
Continued on page 7 

Pillow Rock Peanut Gallery 

Pillow Rock Free-fall 

(see page 5) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&NR=1&v=jC5OXQg2PRo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kj8owljuQv8&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kj8owljuQv8&feature=related
http://www.coloradowhitewater.org
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http://www.goldenriversports.net/

